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Dec 12, 2018 CORE Pesticide Training. Wednesday, Dec 12, OSU Extension Office, Myrtle Point. 9:45
am to 3:00 pm.  4 CORE Oregon pesticide recertification credits available. Go to 
extension.oregonstate.edu/coos and click on CORE Pesticide Training to register. $15

Dec 18, 2018 Pesticide Resistance Management. Tuesday, December 18, Bandon Library, 3:00 pm. 

Jan 16-18, 2019 Northwest AG Show. Oregon State Fair and Expo Center, Salem.

Jan 29, 2019 Washington 2019 Cranberry Winter Workshop: Saint Lawrence Catholic Church Hall, 
Raymond, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  A short official meeting for the Washington State Cranberry 
Commission will precede the winter event.

Jan 31, 2019 2019 Oregon Cranberry School. Thursday, Jan 31 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the 
Sprague Sprague Theater in Bandon.  Watch for registration paperwork in the mail.

Feb 19, 2019 BC Cranberry Congress. Mayfair Lakes Golf and Country Club. 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Call 
BC Cranberry Marketing Commission for more information (604-307-1046).

mailto:shawna.horner@oregonstate.edu
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Pesticide Credits. Just a reminder, but I’m sure you
all already know this: private applicators are
required by ODA to earn 16 ODA-approved
recertification credits every five years, with a
maximum of 8 per year. All other license types
must earn 40 credits over 5 years. Oregon State
University has online recertification classes
available for $20/credit through our Professional
and Continuing Education (PACE) program. If you’re
short credits and are facing the potential of having
to take THE TEST next year, think about taking some
online classes to shore up your credits. Also, I’ll be
hosting the December CORE Pesticide Training on
Wednesday, December 12 at the Myrtle Point
Extension Office. Attending that event will qualify
you for 4 CORE credits (remember, CORE credits
can also qualify as general credits, but the reverse
isn’t true).

Other than that, I’ll continue to hold several events
during 2019 at which you’ll be able to earn more
pesticide credits. Not all of the events will be
cranberry-specific, but that’s okay, right? Sometimes
you just need credits.

Cranberry Pests
Weed Control:
Horsetail (Equisetum): If you haven’t yet, and still
remember where your horsetail hot spots were in
your beds, draw a map or flag them out so that
you know right were to treat with Casoron in
early February. Be careful with using too much
Casoron; prolonged use of pre-emergent
herbicides, like Casoron, will result in significant
decline in bed productivity.

Lotus. In his last issue of the Cranberry Vine, Kim
recommended Devrinol DF-XT or Devrinol 2XT as
a spot spray for Lotus. Callisto is probably the go-
to product, but, like we talked about at Cranberry
School last year, rotating chemistries is a good
thing, and it helps prevent resistance buildup if
you’ve got more than one herbicide option. Kim’s
recommendation with Devrinol is to use a
backpack sprayer to spot apply to newly growing
plants in the winter or spring. Doing this bit of

work this winter will give you a leg up on newly
escaped Lotus plants and will pay off dividends
later. Devrinol can also be chemigated for beds
with lots of Lotus. I haven’t seen too many beds like
that, but then I haven’t seen every bed on the
Oregon coast, either. If you’ve got really large
plants (and I HAVE seen those), you might need to
target them with the higher rate (12 lbs product per
acre).

Insects:
Tipworm. Many beds from north of Bandon down to
Sixes had evidence of tipworm activity in 2018. This
is pretty bad news for us, but not completely
unexpected. In fact, we’ve probably had tipworm for
quite awhile for it to be so widespread now.
Thankfully, we’ve got a product that works REALLY
WELL (96+% of the time) on tipworm: Movento. It’s
newly labeled for use in the U.S., and I for one am
thankful for it. It’s very expensive, though, so it’s
not a product you want to use “just in case.”
Rather, take time to scout in early June for the
cupped leaves that signify tipworm is present. Then,
before you treat, you want to be sure that you’ve
got a 30% infestation …. Otherwise the treatment
isn’t really cost-effective. I can help you with that,
because it’s often best to look at the uprights
through a dissecting scope to really see what’s
going on. You, however, can look to see, on average,
how many cupped uprights there are in a small area
and roughly gauge your percent infestation that
way. Want to know what you’re looking for? Check
out the video I made and posted on YouTube. You
can go to YouTube and search for ”tipworm” and
find it, or you can go to this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyqSJhv0txw

Brown soft scale. This fall I’ve seen a couple of
infestations of brown soft scale. Unlike greedy
scale, brown soft scale doesn’t seem to have gone
away. Remember, brown soft scale is the easier one
to manage (whew!). It’s also the scale insect that
produces honeydew, that sugary excrement that
gray mold loves to grow on. This fall, as you’re
surveying your beds, look for spots that may seem

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyqSJhv0txw
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greener than the surrounding vines. If you look
closer, you might see small brown soft scale insects
on the leaves – they’re VERY tiny. If that’s what you
find, plan to boom or backpack spray a 2% solution
of insecticidal soap on those spots late
February/early March. Insecticidal soap is effective
by itself, so don’t worry about adding an
organophosphate with it. The important things are
the right timing and good coverage.

Figure 1. Brown soft scale on cranberry leaves

Cottony-cushion scale. No one likes it when
NOTHING is going on, right? I mean, really, what
would you guys do if you didn’t have any new (or
old) pests to worry about? Cottony cushion scale is
another kind of scale insect that I’ve been seeing on
a few farms here and there. It doesn’t appear to be a
big problem, but I wanted you to know it’s out

Oystershell scale. This one might actually turn into a
problem. It’s another armored scale insect, like
greedy scale, and from what I’ve seen, when it gets
on the vines, it covers them fast! What you end up
with is dead spots like we had with greedy scale.
Right now, I only know of one bed with a spot of
oystershell scale insects. Treatment timing will be
dependent upon crawler release; I’ll do some
monitoring this spring/early summer to try to get a
better timeline for that. Oystershell scale is one of
the scale insects that are identified in Cranberry
Production in the Pacific Northwest, so we’ve had it
here before. I’ll keep you posted on what I find out.
In the meantime, all of those overwintering shells
are covering a whole bunch of eggs that are waiting
for spring temperatures so they can hatch.
Squishing might seem a little labor intense, but it’d
be a really effective management tool at this point
in time, if you have oystershell scale.

The bottom line: watch for small dead spots in your
beds and if you find them, look more closely for
oystershell scale. If you need another set of eyes,
give me a call. Mine should be good for another 10
years or so.

there. If you see small specks of white fluff – it sort 
of looks like Styrofoam (thus the “cottony cushion” 
part of the name) – down in your vines, it’s 
probably cottony cushion scale. Like greedy scale, 
the only time to treat them is when their crawlers 
hatch – that’s probably late spring/early summer 
sometime.

Figure 2. Oystersherll scale (image from etc.usf.edu)
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Greedy Scale & Brown Soft Scale Survey: I sent
out an email with a link to a survey a couple of
months ago. I really need your help filling it out – I
only heard back from 4 growers! I’ll send out
another link after this newsletter goes out, and I’m
hoping you’ll take 10 minutes to fill out the survey
…. EVEN IF YOU’VE NEVER HAD SCALE INSECTS
ON YOUR FARM. I need to know that information,
too. Also, the way the survey is set up, it’s
completely anonymous, so don’t worry about any of
your farm information slipping out somewhere. It’s
safe.

Pesticide Resistance Management. We spent an
entire afternoon at cranberry school last year
working through strategies we can use to minimize
the possibility of developing resistance to pesticides.
Everybody seemed to have a pretty good handle on
the concept of rotating products so that you’re not
using the same product over and over again. What
we DON’T want to see is your relying on one
particular product or chemistry because you know it
works really well. Altacor is a great example. We
know Altacor does a great job combating fireworm;
the danger is that if you use it over and over again in
a growing season - or even at the same time from
year to year - you’re creating the perfect storm for
both your farm and the farms around you. Why?
Because there’s not a pesticide on the planet that
gets 100% of it’s target insects 100% of the time.
Some pests always slip through the gaps. Sometimes
its because of timing and coverage issues; other
times its because of some genetic advantage those
individuals have. The good news is, the advantage
they have that enables them to sneak past an
Altacor spray might not enable them to get by an
Intrepid spray, because Altacor and Intrepid kill
insects in completely different ways. Same with
diazinon. These are all three chemistries that work
well on fireworm, but they are also all three in
danger of having resistance developed against them.
None of us wants that to happen.

The moral of the story? You guessed it: rotate,
rotate, rotate. Don’t use the same product twice in a
row in a season. If you can swing it, don’t use your
products in the same order every year. If you used
Altacor as your first spray last year, use something
else for your first spray in 2019. Those are a couple
of simple solutions to our growing risk of pesticide
resistance developing in fireworm populations.

Come to the Pesticide Resistance meeting
December 18, 3pm at the Bandon library. We’ll dive
into this a little more. Also, I want to get your
feedback on how I can be of more assistance in this
particular part of crop management. We’re not just
going to talk fireworm and insecticides either – we
need to discuss ways to minimize the risk of
resistance developing in weeds and diseases, too. So
bring your questions and ideas ….. And if you forgot
to rotate chemistries this year, it’s no biggie. Just
come anyway. I need to find out from you guys if
/why rotating pesticides might be challenging, too.
(Project sponsored by a Western SARE grant)

COME TO CRANBERRY SCHOOL THIS YEAR!
Kim Patten will be retiring spring 2019, and this will 
be his last cranberry school. We want to soak up all 
we can of his many years’ experience, and it sounds 
like he’s going to have some really good stuff to 
share.

When is it?  

Thursday, January 31, 2019, all day
Sprague Theater, Bandon
Lunch provided.

Watch for the registration information in the mail 
after Christmas!

A final note: I want to thank you all for another 
great year. You make my job a pleasure, and if it 
weren’ t for you guys, I don’t know if I would have 
made it through these 4 years. Thank you! And enjoy 
your holiday season!  ~Cassie
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