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1. What is the gender of the primary decision maker?  
M / F  / Joint 

2. What is/are the age groups of the primary operator(s)? 

(Check all that apply) 

Under 35 years/ 35 to 44 years/ 45 to 64 years/65 years and over 

3. What is/are the highest education level of the primary 

operator(s)? (Check all that apply) 

High school diploma or GED/ Some college/ agriculture diploma/ 

non-agriculture diploma 

4. What Ethnicities are represented on your farm? 

White/ Hawaiian or Pacific Islander/ Asian/ American Indian or 

Alaska Native/ Spanish, Hispanic, or other Latino/ Black or African 

American 

5. What is your role of participation? 

Owner/ Operator/ Primary Decision Maker/ Joint decision Maker  

6. How many decision making operators does the farm have? 
_________ What are their responsibilities? (Check all) 

Field work/ Labor management/ Financial management/ Other 
___________________________ 

7. How many days are worked off farm by the primary 

operator(s)? (Check all that apply) 

None/ Less than 200/ More than 200 

8. What is the primary occupation of the primary 

operator(s)? (Check all that apply)  

Farming/ Other 

9. Are you married? Does the spouse(s) of the primary 

operator(s) work off farm? (Check all that apply) 

No / Yes, but Less than 200 days / Yes, and more than 200 days 

10. Tell me about your farm/ranch. How many acres are used 

in the agriculture production you participate in? 

1-9/ 10-49/ 50-179/ 180-499/ 500+ 

11. What percentage of the land operated is leased to the 

decision making operator? (if none-skip to 16) 
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12. How many years have the same decision making 

operator(s) managed the same land? (Please check all that 

apply) 

2 years or less/ 3 to 4 years/ 5 to 9 years/ 10 years or more 

13. What is the length of the lease?   (Check all that apply)  

More than 5 years/   2- 5 years/    2 years or less 

14. What is the gender of the primary owner?  

M / F / Corporation / Joint Ownership with both genders  

15. If an absentee landowner openly disapproves or ridicules 
the best management practices (BMPs) without strictly 
saying no, will the primary operator practice BMPs 
anyway?  Yes/    No 

16. To measure biodiversity, please list all plant types used 

currently on the land. 

Farm: Small grains (oats, rye, wheat, barley etc.)/ Corn/ Peas, 

beans, etc/ Cotton/ Vegetables, melons, potatoes and sweet 

potatoes/ Fruits, tree nuts, and berries/ Other crops and hay 

Ranch: Native grass and legume species on grazing land/ 

Introduced grass and legume species on grazing land/ Pastureland 

17. What category of Net Farm Income applies to the 

operation you are associated with? 

Loss/ Less than $1,000/ $1,000 to $9,999/ $10,000 to $49,999 

/$50,000 to $99,999/ $100,000 to $249,999/ $250,000 to 

$499,999 

18. Average costs per Texas farm are $98,931.    above/ 
below average costs?  

19. What farming generation is currently represented on the 

land you operate?  

Circle all that apply:   1   2   3   4   5+   Corporation 

20. What conservation agriculture outreach programs have 

you learned from? 

Field Days/ Short Course/ Soil health videos/ Other ____________ 
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21. Have the outreach program techniques improved the soil 

health on your land? 

Yes / no / maybe 

22. If you have attended multiple agriculture outreach 

programs, have you found the messages to be  

Confusing / complimentary / consistent / contradictory to each 

other. Please provide more detail: _______________________ 

23. Have you requested assistance from the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS)?  

Requested and received / request is pending / requested and 

denied / not requested 

24.  Have you requested assistance from Texas A & M AgriLife 

Extension? 

Requested and received / request is pending / requested and 

denied / not requested 

25. Have you requested assistance from any other source? 

_________________________ 

Requested and received / request is pending / requested and 

denied / not requested 

26. Did or would the length of an incentive/benefit contract 

(e.g., 10 yr. vs. 5 yr. contract) influence your decision to 

implement conservation agriculture practices?  

Major persuasion factor/ hindered decision/ minor influence 

27. Did or would the provider of the incentive/benefit (e.g., 

government, reputable market, or other private source) 

influence your decision to implement conservation 

agriculture practices?   

Major persuasion factor/ hindered decision/ minor influence 

Preference ____________________________________________ 
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28. Average government incentives is $12,293 for all 
Texas farms including crops and livestock. Is your 
farm above or below average incentives? 

29. Would extended/additional funding enhance your 

willingness to adopt or continue the use of 

conservation practices?  

Major persuasion factor/ hindered decision/ minor inf. 

30. What out-of-pocket costs might you be willing to pay to 

implement conservation management practices? 

______________________________________________ 

31.  How much would you be willing to pay for a crop 

consultant or similar specialist to verify that your 

conservation practices have been implemented to the 

specifications needed for ecosystem service market 

trading? ________________________________________ 

32. What return on investment (ROI) do you expect for the 

investment? ____________________________________ 

33. What type of payback period is acceptable to you?  

_____________________________________________ 

34. What percentage of the land is dryland? 
____________________ 

35. Please list all conservation agriculture techniques (a.k.a, 

BMPs) you currently use. 

Farm: conservation tillage/ no till/ cover crops/ crop rotation/ 

Manure fertilization: Please list how much applied per acre of 

what kind? (e.g., swine manure __lbs./acre) _______________ 

Farm or Ranch: water conservation/ integrated pest management 

Ranch: biodiversity/ Improved grazing management/ Other 

___________________________________________________ 

36. How long have you used each of these techniques? Please 

place the letter associated with techniques beside all that 

apply. _________________________________________ 

2 years or less/ 3 to 4 years/ 5 to 9 years/ 10 + years 
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37. If respondent says yes to cover crops and/or crop rotation, 
Please describe: 

a. How do you terminate cover crops/crop rotation?  
(if crop remains year round, NA) 

Herbicide_____ Winter kill _____   Harvest 
______Grazing _______ Other _______ 

b. How many months out of the year does the 
cropland/rangeland have a growing root of some 
kind in the soil (weeds included)?  12    /     7-
11    /     1-6 

c. What percentage of the crop remains as organic 
matter?  
100% (the whole plant)   60% (the non-harvested 
portion)   0% (the crop is cleaned up) 

d. How do you handle pests in the organic matter? 
________________________________ 

e. How many years in a row do you plant the same 
crop on the same plot? _____________ 

f. Other comments 
_________________________________________
____________ 

38. How much of a cost difference do you need to account for 
cover crops in your acre (e.g., $50/acre for seed)? 
_______________________________________________ 

39. Are the cover crop costs: a deterrent to adopting c.c./ a 
limitation to continuing cover crops/ both/ neither 

40. What environmental benefit/loss have you experienced as 
a result of this implementation? 

Biodiversity: increase/ decrease | Soil health: increase/ decrease | 
Crop/forage quality: increase/ decrease | Chemical pesticide 
increase/ decrease| Tillage frequency and depth: increase/ 
decrease | Antibiotics: increase/ decrease | Other: ___________ 

41. How did you initially implement conservation 

agricultural practices on the farm? 

Small/ Medium/ Converted entire prod./ Other ___________ 

42. Did you experience economic losses during your 

conversion from conventional to conservation tillage?  

Yes / No 

43. If you experienced economic loss, how did you 

overcome/minimize/justify loss 

Slow conversion/ Rented equipment/ Experienced long term 

gain despite short term loss/  

 

 

 

 

Cover crops and crop 

rotation specifics 

Cover crop costs: how 

much? How important? 

Environmental benefits 

Initial adoption style 

Initial adoption economics 

Initial adoption adaptation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Akinyemi, Lisa  Working Survey Thesis Project 
Pa

ge
6 

Conventional farmers with same conditions also experienced 

losses/ Other ____________________________ 

44. How did economics influence your decision to implement 
conservation agriculture practices?  Major persuasion 
factor/ hindered decision/ minor influence  

45. What economic benefits/losses have you seen as a 

result of this/these implementation(s)? 

a. Diversity of enterprises and products sold: 

increase/ decrease/ same 

b. Commodity yield: increase/ decrease/    same 

c. Product quality: increase/    decrease/    same 

d. Average total cost (ATC): inc/ dec/ same 

e. Average variable cost (AVC): inc/ dec/ same 

46. Did BMP implementation longer than 5 years to produce a 
difference in the net farm income?  

increase/ decrease/ same 

47. How did environmental concerns/benefits influence your 
decision to implement conservation agriculture practices? 

48. What other factors have influenced your decision to 
implement conservation agriculture practices? 

49. What messages do farmers need to hear to get involved in 
ecosystem benefit services which incur for enhancing soil 
carbon and improving quality and quantity of water and 
potentially additional benefits (e.g., biodiversity and 
habitat conservation)? 

50. Do you have any suggestions for communicating the value 
of BMPs and ecosystem services to absentee landowners? 
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